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SUBJECT: T& T FISHING CONTROVERSY WITH VENEZUELA 

SUMMARY. VENEZUELAN DETENTION OF TWO T& T FISHING BOATS HAS 
LED TO PRESSURE ON GOTT TO PROTECT FISHING BOATS AND HELP 
FISHERMEN MARKET THEIR CATCH. 

1. ALTHOUGH THE LAST CREW MEMBER WAS RELEASED JUNE 18, 

THE VENEZUELAN COAST GUARD CAPTURE OF TWO T& T FISHING 
BOATS AND CREWS FROM THE CEDROS FISHING COOPERATIVE ON 
JUNE 9 HAS SPARKED DEMONSTRATIONS BY FISHERMEN AND 
PRESSURE ON GOTT TO PROTECT TRINIDADIAN FISHER- 
MEN. IN A LETTER TO THE PM, THE COOP REQUESTED T& T 
COAST GUARD PROTECTION FOR THEIR BOATS AND DEMANDED 
SEIZURE OF A VENEZUELAN FISHING BOAT EVERY TIME ONE 
FROM TRINIDAD IS CAPTURED. 

2. SO FAR WILLIAMS HAS REFUSED TO MEET WITH THE FISHERMEN, 
CHARACTERISTICALLY APPOINTING A COMMISSION TO 
INVESTIGATE THE SITUATION. THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS HAS ANNOUNCED LENGTHY DISCUSSIONS WITH THE 
VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR, AND REPORTEDLY DR. CARLOS ATILANO 
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VENEZUELAN DIRECTOR OF FISHERIES, WILL ARRIVE HERE THIS 
WEEK. THE FISHERMEN CONTINUE TO DEMONSTRATE THEIR DIS- 
PLEASURE BY OPENING A TEMPORARY AND HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL 
CUT- RATE FISH MARKET OPPOSITE THE PM' S OFFICE AND HAVE 
CALLED FOR AN AFTERNOON MASS MEETING IN DOWNTOWN PORT 
OF SPAIN TODAY. 

3. THE 1970 DRAFT FISHING AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES HAS NEVER BEEN FORMALIZED, AND FISHERMEN FROM 
THE TWO COUNTRIES OFTEN INTRUDE INTO THE OTHER' S FISHING 
GROUNDS. HOWEVER, THE FISHING COOPERATIVE WAS ALREADY 
SEEKING CHANGES IN THE MARKETING SYSTEM, TAXES, AND 
OTHER BUSINESS INCENTIVES AND IS CAPITALIZING ON CURRENT 
INCIDENT TO DRAMATIZE THEIR WOES. THE ARCHBISHOP, THE 
HOUSEWIVES ASSOCIATION ( HATT) AND OTHERS HAVE OFFERED 
VARYING SUPPORT AND WILL PRESUMABLY HELP FORCE THE 
RELUCTANT GOTT INTO MAKING AT LEAST SOME GESTURE TOWARD 
ALLEVIATING THE PROBLEMS OF THE FISHERMEN. 
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